
 REPORT OF GROUP DIRECTOR, NEIGHBOURHOODS AND HOUSING 

 LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE: 

 07/12/2021 

 Classification 
 DECISION 

 Enclosure 

 Application to Vary a Premises Licence  Ward(s) 
 205A Lower Clapton Road, E5 8EG  affected 

 Hackney Downs 

 1.  SUMMARY 
 Applicant(s)  Verity R Cox  In SPA:  N/A 
 Date of Application 
 01/10//2021 

 Period of Application 
 Permanent 

 Proposed variation: 
 ●  To to include recorded music 
 ●  To include Supply of alcohol off the premises 
 ●  To extend supply of alcohol on the premises 
 ●  To remove Condition 17 "Music shall only be played at a level that allows a face to face 

 conversation at normal speech level" . 
 Replace with "The sound limiting device shall be used at all times that regulated 
 entertainment is taking place. No regulated entertainment shall be provided at the 
 premises unless/until a sound limiting device has been installed to the satisfaction of 
 the Council’s Pollution Team." 

 Proposed hours of licensable activities 
 Recorded Music  Standard  Hours: 

 Mon  23:00 - 00:30 
 Tue 23:00 - 00:30 
 Wed 23:00 - 00:30 
 Thu 23:00 - 01:30 
 Fri 23:00 - 01:30 
 Sat 23:00 - 01:30 
 Sun 23:00 - 00:30 

 Supply of Alcohol                               Standard Hours: 
 On Premises  Mon  12:00 - 00:30 

 Tue 12:00 - 00:30 
 Wed 12:00 - 00:30 
 Thu 12:00 - 01:30 
 Fri 12:00 - 01:30 
 Sat 12:00 - 01:30 
 Sun 12:00 - 00:30 

 Supply of Alcohol                               Standard Hours: 
 Off Sale to pavement  Mon  12:00 - 22:00 

 Tue 12:00 - 22:00 
 Wed 12:00 - 22:00 



 Thu 12:00 - 22:00 
 Fri 12:00 - 22:00 
 Sat 12:00 - 22:00 
 Sun 12:00 - 22:00 

 Supply of Alcohol                              Standard Hours: 
 Takeaway & delivery  Mon  12:00  - 23:00 

 Tue 12:00 - 23:00 
 Wed 12:00 - 23:00 
 Thu 12:00 - 23:00 
 Fri 12:00 - 23:00 
 Sat 12:00 - 23:00 
 Sun 12:00 - 23:00 
 Non Standard Hours 
 Bank Holidays and Sundays Supply of alcohol shall be 
 until 01:30 

 The opening hours of the premises 
 Standard Hours: 
 Mon  12:00 - 01:00 

 Tue 12:00 - 01:00 
 Wed 12:00 - 01:00 
 Thu 12:00 - 02:00 
 Fri 12:00 - 02:00 
 Sat 12:00 - 02:00 
 Sun 12:00 - 01:00 
 Non Standard Hours 
 Bank Holidays and Sundays Supply of alcohol shall be 
 until 02:00 

 Current activites/hours: 
 See current licence attached as Appendix D 
 Capacity:  Not known 

 Policies Applicable  LP1 (General Principles), LP2 (Licensing Objectives), LP3 
 (Core Hours), LP4 (‘Off’ Sales of Alcohol),  LP6  External 
 Areas and Outdoor Events 

 List of Appendices  A – Application for a premises licence and supporting 
 documents 
 B – Representations from Responsible Authorities 
 C– Representations from Other Persons 
 D – Current Licence 
 E – Location map 

 Relevant 
 Representations 

 ●  Police Authority 
 ●  Other Persons 

 2.  APPLICATION 
 2.1  Verity R Cox has made an application to vary their premises licence under the 

 Licensing Act 2003: 
 ■  To To to include recorded music 
 ■  To include Supply of alcohol off the premises 
 ■  To extend supply of alcohol on the premises 
 ■  To Remove Condition 17 "Music shall only be played at a level that allows a face to 

 face conversation at normal speech level" . Replace with "The sound limiting device 





 7.  POLICY CONSIDERATIONS 

 7.1  Licensing Sub-Committee is required to have regard to the London Borough of 
 Hackney’s Statement of Licensing Policy (“the Policy”) adopted by the Licensing 
 Authority. 

 7.2  The Policy applies to applications where relevant representations have been made. 
 With regard to this application, policies, LP1 (General Principles), LP2 (Licensing 
 Objectives), LP3 (Core Hours), LP4 (‘Off’  Sales of  Alcohol)  and  LP6  External Areas and 
 Outdoor Events  are relevant. 

 8.  OFFICER OBSERVATIONS 

 8.1  If the Sub-Committee is minded to approve the application, the following 
 additional conditions should be applied the licence: 

 Conditions derived from operating schedule 

 1. At least one SIA registered door supervisor/s shall be employed at the premises from 
 21:00hrs on Thursday to Saturdays. Additional SIA door supervisors shall be employed on an 
 operational risk assessment basis. All door supervisors shall enter their full details in the premises 
 daily register at the commencement of their work. They shall record their full name, their SIA 
 registration number and the times they commence and conclude working. If the door supervisor is 
 provided by an agency, the name, registered business address and contact telephone number will 
 also be recorded. This register will be made available to police or other authorised officers upon 
 request. 

 2. All doors shall remain closed at all times when regulated entertainment is taking place 
 between 11:00pm and 02:00am. 

 3. The sound limiting device shall be used at all times that regulated entertainment is 
 taking place. No regulated entertainment shall be provided at the premises unless/until a 
 a sound limiting device has been installed to the satisfaction of the Council’s Pollution Team. 

 4. There shall be no more than 12 smokers outside in the front smoking area after 2200hrs. 

 5. There will be no drinks out the front after tables have been taken in at 2200hrs. 

 6. There shall be use of the outside space after 2200hrs. 

 7. There shall be no sale of alcohol for consumption off the premises after 2300hrs. 

 8. The premises shall have a written dispersal policy. This policy will include the duties of 
 staff and/or SIA to disperse patrons towards the nearest public transport hub quickly and 
 quietly. 

 9. Blondie operate "Ask Angela" and will further commit to all Welfare and Vulnerability 
 Engagement Training as developed by Met Police, Safer Sounds & Safer Business Network 

 10. Blondies is a signatory of the Mayor of London's Women's Night Safety Charter and will 
 engage in all programs dedicated to reducing crime against women. 

 11. Door supervisors and other members of staff verbally request customers as they exit the 
 premises to leave quietly and respect local residential neighbours. 



 12. All bar staff who are engaged or employed as cashiers will receive formalised training in the 
 sale of age restricted products and training records evidencing such training will be kept and 
 maintained in the bar available for inspection by a representative of the statutory authorities for 
 not less than 2 years. Such training is to be refreshed at intervals not exceeding twelve months. 

 13. Where a person appears to be under the age of 25. Identification in the form of a passport, 
 photo driving licence or a proof of age card bearing the PASS hologram will be sought and if not 
 provided service of alcohol shall be refused. 

 14. Prominent, clear notices shall be displayed at the point of entry to the premises and in a 
 suitable location at any points of sale indicating that where a person appears to be under the age 
 of 25, identification will be sought and if not provided, service of alcohol will be refused. 

 15. Children under the age of 18 year old shall not be allowed on the premises after 20:00 unless 
 accompanied by a parent or guardian  . 

 9.          REASONS FOR OFFICER OBSERVATIONS 

 9.1        Conditions 1  to 15 above are derived from the applicant’s operating schedule. 

 10.  LEGAL COMMENTS 

 10.1        The Council has a duty as a Licensing Authority under the Licensing Act 2003 to carry 
 out its functions with a view to promoting the following 4 licensing objectives; 
 ■  The Prevention of Crime and Disorder 
 ■  Public Safety 
 ■  Prevention of Public Nuisance 
 ■  The Protection of Children from Harm 

 10.2  It should be noted that each of the licensing objectives have equal importance and are 

 the only grounds upon which a relevant representation can be made and for which an 
 application can be refused or terms and conditions attached to a licence. 

 11.  HUMAN RIGHTS ACT 1998 IMPLICATIONS 

 11.1  There are implications to; 
 ■  Article 6  – Right to a fair hearing 
 ■  Article 14  – Not to discriminate 
 ■  Balancing:  Article 1  - Peaceful enjoyment of their possession (i.e. a licence is 

 defined as being a possession) with  Article 8  – Right of Privacy (i.e. respect private 
 & family life) to achieve a proportionate decision having regard to the protection of 
 an individual's rights against the interests of the community at large. 

 12.  MEMBERS DECISION MAKING 

 A.  Option 1 
 That the application be refused 

 B.  Option 2 
 That the application be approved, together with any conditions or 
 restrictions which Members consider necessary for the promotion of the 
 Licensing Objectives. 

 13.  CONCLUSION 



 13.1  That Members decide on the application under the Licensing Act 2003. 

 Group Director, Neighbourhoods 
 and Housing 

 Ajman Ali 

 Lead Officer (holder of original copy):  Sanaria Hussain 
 Senior Licensing Officer 
 Licensing Service 
 1 Hillman Street 
 E8 1DY 
 Telephone: 020 8356 2431 

 LIST OF BACKGROUND PAPERS RELATING TO THIS REPORT 

 The following document(s) has been relied upon in the preparation of the report. 

 Description of document  Location 

 Blondies, 
 205a Lower Clapton Road 
 E5 8EG 

 Hackney Service Centre 
 Licensing Service 
 1 Hillman Street 
 London E8 1DY 

 Printed matter 
 Licensing Act 2003 
 LBH Statement of Licensing Policy 





Part 3 – Variation

Please tick as appropriate
Do you want the proposed variation to have effect as soon as possible?   Yes     

 No  

If not, from what date do you want the variation to take 
effect?

DD MM YYYY
               

Do you want the proposed variation to have effect in relation to the introduction of the 
late night levy? (Please see guidance note 1)     Yes            No
 
Please describe briefly the nature of the proposed variation (Please see 
guidance note 2)

Blondies, who have traded at this 55 capacity premises for 5 years, seek flexibility to 
aid pandemic recovery and propose to vary the following

Supply of Alcohol  (Indoor)
Sunday- Wednesday 12:00-00:30 
Thursday- Saturday 12:00:01:30

Recorded Music
Sunday -Wednesday 23:00-00:30
Thursday - Saturday 23:00-01:30

Supply of Alcohol (Off Sales) Monday- Sunday 12:00-23:00 - Blondies propose to 
provide the dedicated pavement seating space outside for off sale and general off 
sale including delivery to expand and enhance their pizza delivery service which is 
presently collection only.

Remove Condition 17 "Music shall only be played at a level that allows a face to face 
conversation at normal speech level" . Replace with "The sound limiting device shall 
be used at all times that regulated entertainment is taking place. No regulated 
entertainment shall be provided at the premises unless/until a sound limiting device 
has been installed to the satisfaction of the Council’s Pollution Team." 

If your proposed variation would mean that 5,000 or more 
people are expected to attend the premises at any one time, 
please state the number expected to attend:

     



Part 4 Operating Schedule

Please complete those parts of the Operating Schedule below which would be 
subject to change if this application to vary is successful.

Provision of regulated entertainment (Please see 
guidance note 3)

Please tick all that 
apply

a) plays (if ticking yes, fill in box A)

b) films (if ticking yes, fill in box B)

c) indoor sporting events (if ticking yes, fill in box C)

d) boxing or wrestling entertainment (if ticking yes, fill in box D)

e) live music (if ticking yes, fill in box E)

f) recorded music (if ticking yes, fill in box F)

g) performances of dance (if ticking yes, fill in box G)

h) anything of a similar description to that falling within (e), (f) or (g) 
(if ticking yes, fill in box H)

Provision of late night refreshment (if ticking yes, fill in box I) 

Supply of alcohol (if ticking yes, fill in box J)

In all cases complete boxes K, L and M



A

Plays 
Standard days and 
timings (please read 
guidance note 8)

Will the performance of a play take 
place indoors or outdoors or both – 
please tick (please read guidance note 
4)  

Indoors

Outdoors

Day Start Finish Both
Mon             Please give further details here (please read guidance 

note 5)
     

           
Tue            

           
Wed             State any seasonal variations for performing plays 

(please read guidance note 6)
     

           
Thur            

           
Fri             Non-standard timings.  Where you intend to use the 

premises for the performance of plays at different 
times to those listed in the column on the left, please 
list (please read guidance note 7)
     

           
Sat            

           
Sun            

           



F

Recorded music 
Standard days and 
timings (please read 
guidance note 8)

Will the playing of recorded music 
take place indoors or outdoors or 
both – please tick (please read 
guidance note 4)  

Indoors

Outdoors

Day Start Finish Both
Mon 23:00 00:30 Please give further details here (please read guidance 

note 5)
     

           
Tue 23:00 00:30

           
Wed 23:00 00:30 State any seasonal variations for the playing of 

recorded music (please read guidance note 6)
     

           
Thur 23:00 01:30

           
Fri 23:00 01:30 Non-standard timings.  Where you intend to use the 

premises for the playing of recorded music at 
different times to those listed in the column on the 
left, please list (please read guidance note 7)
Bank Holiday Sundays until 01:30

           
Sat 23:00 01:30

           
Sun 23:00 00:30

           



 I

Late night refreshment
Standard days and 
timings (please read 
guidance note 8)

Will the provision of late night 
refreshment take place indoors or 
outdoors or both – please tick (please 
read guidance note 4)  

Indoors

Outdoors

Day Start Finish Both
Mon             Please give further details here (please read guidance 

note 5)
     

           
Tue            

           
Wed             State any seasonal variations for the provision of late 

night refreshment (please read guidance note 6)
     

           
Thur            

           
Fri             Non-standard timings.  Where you intend to use the 

premises for the provision of late night refreshment at 
different times, to those listed in the column on the 
left, please list (please read guidance note 7)
     

           
Sat            

           
Sun            

           



J

Supply of alcohol
Standard days and 
timings (please read 
guidance note 8)

Will the supply of alcohol be for 
consumption – please tick  (please 
read guidance note 9)  

On the 
premises
Off the 
premises

Day Start Finish Both
Mon 12:00 00:30 State any seasonal variations for the supply of 

alcohol (please read guidance note 6)
     

           
Tue 12:00 00:30

           
Wed 12:00 00:30

           
Thur 12:00 01:30 Non-standard timings.  Where you intend to use the 

premises for the supply of alcohol at different times to 
those listed in the column on the left, please list 
(please read guidance note 7)
Off Sale to pavement until 22:00. Take away & delivery 
23:00 
Bank Holidays Sundays Supply of alcohol until 01:30

           
Fri 12:00 01:30

           
Sat 12:00 01:30

           
Sun 12:00 00:30

           



K

Please highlight any adult entertainment or services, activities, other 
entertainment or matters ancillary to the use of the premises that may give rise 
to concern in respect of children (please read guidance note 10).
     

L

Hours premises are 
open to the public
Standard days and 
timings (please read 
guidance note 8)

State any seasonal variations (please read guidance 
note 6)
     

Day Start Finish
Mon 12:00 01:00

           
Tue 12:00 01:00

           
Wed 12:00 01:00

            Non-standard timings.  Where you intend the 
premises to be open to the public at different times 
from those listed in the column on the left, please list 
(please read guidance note 7)
Bank Holiday Sundays until 02:00

Thur 12:00 02:00
           

Fri 12:00 02:00
           

Sat 12:00 02:00
           

Sun 12:00 01:00
           

Please identify those conditions currently imposed on the licence which you believe 
could be removed as a consequence of the proposed variation you are seeking.
     





M Describe any additional steps you intend to take to promote the four licensing 
objectives as a result of the proposed variation:

a) General – all four licensing objectives (b, c, d and e) (please read guidance 
note 11)
1. An SIA registered door supervisor shall be employed at the premises from 
21:30hrs on Thursday to  Saturdays. Additional SIA door supervisors shall be 
employed on an operational risk assessment basis. All door supervisors shall enter 
their full details in the premises daily register at the commencement of their work. 
They shall record their full name, their SIA registration number and the times they 
commence and conclude working. If the door supervisor is provided by an agency, 
the name, registered business address and contact telephone number will also be 
recorded. This register will be made available to police or other authorised officers 
upon request. 

2. All external doors and windows shall be kept closed, other than for access and 
egress, when regulated entertainment  is taking place. 

3. The sound limiting device shall be used at all times that regulated entertainment is 
taking place. No regulated entertainment shall be provided at the premises 
unless/until a sound limiting device has been installed to the satisfaction of the 
Council’s Pollution Team. 

4. There shall be no more than 12 smokers outside in the front smoking area after 
2200hrs. 
There will be no drinks out the front after tables have been taken in at 22:00hrs.

5. There shall be no sale of alcohol for consumption off the premises after 23:00hrs.

6. The premises shall have a written dispersal policy. This policy will include the 
duties of staff and/or SIA to disperse patrons towards the nearest public transport 
hub quickly and quietly. 

7. Blondie operate "Ask Angela" and will further commit to all Welfare and 
Vulnerableity Engagement Training as developed by Met Police, Safer Sounds & 
Safer Business Network 

8. Blondies is a signatory of the Mayor of London's Women's Night Safety Charter 
and will engage in all programs dedicated to reducing crime against women 

9. Door supervisors and other members of staff verbally request customers as they 
exit the premises to leave quietly and respect local residential neighbours. 

10. All bar staff who are engaged or employed as cashiers  will receive formalised 
training in the sale of age restricted products and training records evidencing such 
training will be kept and maintained in the bar available for inspection by  a 
representative of the statutory authorities for not less than 2 years. Such training is to 
be refreshed at intervals not exceeding twelve months. 

11. Where a person appears to be under the age of 25. Identification in the form of a 
passport, photo driving  licence or a proof of age card bearing the PASS hologram  
will be sought and if not provided service of alcohol shall  be refused. 

12. Prominent, clear notices shall be displayed at the point of  entry to the premises 



and in a suitable location at any  points of sale indicating that where a person 
appears to be  under the age of 25, identification will be sought and if not  provided, 
service of alcohol will be refused. 

13. Children under the age of 18 year old shall not be allowed on the premises after 
20:00 unless accompanied by a parent or guardian. 

14. Any contract for general and recyclable waste disposal  shall be appropriate in 
size to the amount of waste produced by the business. An adequate supply of waste  
receptacles shall be provided (refuse sacks or commercial  waste bins) in order to 
ensure all refuse emanating from  the business is always presented for collection by 
his  waste carrier and shall not use any plain black or  unidentifiable refuse sacks or 
any other unidentifiable or unmarked waste receptacles.

15. Blondies will operate a robust Noise Management Plan.

    

b) The prevention of crime and disorder
     

c) Public safety
     

d) The prevention of public nuisance
     







Blondies
205a Lower Clapton Road
E5 8EG

Dear Residents,

The following letter is addressed to those residents closest to us, namely to the rear 
of the bar, and to the residents in the surrounding area potentially affected by the 
bars operations.

In this letter we will be outlining what we will be doing to ensure noise levels are 
reduced, by both strengthening our policies and what physical alterations we can 
make to help support the reduction of noise levels.

In terms of our policy we have already controlled measures in the last 2 weeks which 
we hope have been noticed where on weekdays the garden is silent at 9pm and on 
weekends at 9.30pm. What we have done here is to have everyone out of the 
garden half an hour before the times stated which then allows our kitchen staff to 
have the garden area packed up in 30minutes with no access to the garden after that 
time.

We are offering to build a lobby in between the back door and the garden area thus 
creating another room/barrier to trap and reduce noise from both live and recorded 
music, this offer is unconditional and any input would be greatly appreciated.

To help control our noise levels to your needs we are offering our duty manager 
telephone numbers below, incase of an outbreak of noise that is a disturbance so 
that it can be reported and acted upon:

Duty Manager numbers - 
On Location
Phoebe - Manager no. 
Elysia - Assistant Manager no. 
You can also contact us direct on h

As a parting note we would like to offer a biannual meeting with you as residents 
whether it be via zoom or face to face at the bar itself to talk about any issues that 
need resolving or to reflect on what you have noticed a positive change in.

Thank you for taking the time out to read this letter.

Best Wishes,

Sharmaine & Verity



RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITY REPRESENTATION: 
APPLICATION UNDER THE LICENSING ACT 2003 
 
RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITY DETAILS 
 

 
NAME OF AUTHORITY 
 

 
Metropolitan Police service 

 
ADDRESS OF AUTHORITY 
 
 
 

Licensing Unit, 
Stoke Newington Police Station 
33 Stoke Newington High Street 
London 
N16 8DS 

 
CONTACT NAME 
 

 
PC 1505CE Dave ATKINS 

 
TELEPHONE NUMBER 
 

 
07796 183078 

 
E-MAIL ADDRESS 
 

 
hackneylicensing@met.police.uk 

 
APPLICATION PREMISES 
 

 
NAME & ADDRESS OF PREMISES 
 
 

Blondies  
205a Lower Clapton road  
London  
E5 8EG 

NAME OF PREMISES USER Verity Cox  

 
COMMENTS 
 
I make the following relevant representations in relation to the above application 
to vary the Premises Licence at the above address. 
 

1) The prevention of crime and disorder   
2) Public safety      

3) The prevention of public nuisance        
4) The protection of children from harm   

 
Representations (which include comments and/or objections) in relation to: 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX B



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The above representations are supported by the following evidence and information. 

 
 
Are there any actions or measures that could be taken to allay concerns or 
objections? If so, please explain. 

 

 
Signed  PC 1505CE ATKINS (By E-mail) 
Name (printed 

Police make the following representations in relation to the application to vary the Premises 
Licence at Blondies, 205a Lower Clapton road, E5 8EG for the following reason(s);  
 
This premises is on a busy high street and sits in a parade of shops with other licensed premises 
many of which are situated below residential premises.  This venue has held a premises since 2015 
and has operated since this time as a bar. 
 
This application seeks to extend the hours for the sale of alcohol on the premises until the early 
hours throughout the week.  The proposed extension of hours would mean that on some days, there 
will be a further 2.5 hours of alcohol sales in the evenings.  These hours far exceed the hours set out 
in LBH’s Statement of Licensing Policy.  Police would accept an extension to these hours with a 
further 30 minutes ‘wind down/drinking up’ time to allow customers to finish their drinks and leave 
the venue. 
 
Although this premises is on a busy road, the properties on the opposite side of the road and the 
roads that lead off it are mainly residential.  When this licence was first applied for, several years 
ago, there was lots of discussion around the residents at the rear and the noise created by the 
outside space.  This application seeks to use further outside space at the front of the premises with 
the applicant stating that they wish to provide a dedicated seating space.  Police would ask the 
hours they intend to use this space for, the capacity and how they intend to manage the space to 
prevent this causing disruption to the local area 
 
Police have huge concerns regarding the vastly extended hours.  Customers will have been 
consuming alcohol for 2.5 further hours and this will affect their behaviour – noise levels will 
increase, intoxication levels will be raised and ASB, crime and disorder will undoubtedly increase. 
This was almost certainly have a negative impact on the community.  
 
Police would like further information as why off sales of alcohol are required, what alcoholic drinks 
will be sold and what kind of containers and packaging will be used.    
 
The applicant is also seeking non standard hours for bank holiday Sunday to extend the hours until 
0200hours.  Police would ask that these are removed from the application in favour of Temporary 
event notices. 

 
We would also like to see a comprehensive dispersal policy put in place at the premises and further 
information from the applicant as to how they intend to ensure that the licensing objectives namely 
crime and disorder and public nuisance are not undermined.  

 
Police look forward to hearing from the applicant to discuss this application  

 
  

 
 

  

 

 



APPENDIX C1



18/10/2021, 10:18 London Borough of Hackney Mail - Fwd: Re licensing application for Blondies:

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/? k=02fd7c45b5&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1713675661339549651&simpl=msg-f%3A1713675… 1/3

Sanaria Hussain <sanaria.hussain@hackney.gov.uk>

Fwd: Re licensing application for Blondies: 
1 message

Subangini Sriramana <subangini.sriramana@hackney.gov.uk> 15 October 2021 at 10:00
To: Sanaria Hussain <Sanaria.Hussain@hackney.gov.uk>, "Licensing (Shared Mailbox)" <licensing@hackney.gov.uk>

Suba Sriramana 
Principal Licensing Officer (Acting) 
Tel:  0208 356 4915 
Email: Subangini.Sriramana@Hackney.gov.uk 
www.hackney.gov.uk/licensing 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From:  
Date: Thu, 14 Oct 2021 at 14:07 
Subject: Re licensing application for Blondies: 
To: Subangini Sriramana <subangini.sriramana@hackney.gov.uk> 

Re licensing application for Blondies: 
 
Blondies 
205a Lower Clapton Road 
London 
E5 8EG

Hackney 
Downs

Ms Cox 
 
Application for variation of premises licence to include 
recorded music from 23:00 to 00:30am Sun to Wed and from 
23:00 to 01:30am Thurs to Sat, off sales from 12:00 to 23:00 
Mon to Sun, extend supply of alcohol for on sales till 
00:30am Sun to Wed and till 01:30am Thurs to Sat and to 
remove condition 17 and replcae with ""The sound limiting 
device shall be used at all times that regulated entertainment 
is taking place. No regulated entertainment shall be provided 
at the premises unless/until a sound limiting device has been 
installed to the satisfaction of the Council’s Pollution Team."
 
Hi

The Clapton Pond Neighbourhood Action Group (CPNAG) has given consideration to the
licensing application by Blondies in Lower Clapton Road and have agreed to generally oppose
it. 
 
Please consider this as objections to the license application.
 
Thanks
 

APPENDIX C2



18/10/2021, 10:18 London Borough of Hackney Mail - Fwd: Re licensing application for Blondies:

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/? k=02fd7c45b5&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1713675661339549651&simpl=msg-f%3A1713675… 2/3

 

 
 
Here are some of the comments from committee members:
 
1.
“No to Blondies application for all the reasons mentioned by others..
Apart from the noise, I am becoming increasingly concerned about the volume of litter strewn
around the pond.”
 
2.
This is a slippery slope to something bigger than we can handle. Please let us keep working on
this part of Clapton as peace mile not drunk and disorderly, funny cigarette smell, noisy drunken
crowd and so on?
 
Let's  not go there again please. Save us all please including the two young women who runs
the place, I don't think they realise how this can be as bad for them as it would be for their
neighbours. Sorry I say no to this. 
 
 
3.
Without wishing to be a killjoy, or be down on the owners – I know and like Verity a lot, and
actually like music dives, just in the right place, I am very uncomfortable with this. We talked
about it before and felt we didn’t want to happen here what has happened in Dalston. This is a
predominantly residential area. 

Walking back home last night at around 8pm, there was loud music coming out of Blondies – a
live band I think and I could hear it, very loudly, across the back of the Pond. 

I also fully support what is being said about noise - even with the sound limiting device they
mention, we will get an increase of noise, as well as littering +++++ people in the middle of the
night. There are a lot of families in the area and this is likely to have an impact on people’s
quality of life.
 
 
4.
It might show that I am getting old but I do feel uneasy about this. Or to be more exact, with this
becoming a new standard for others to follow. It isn’t the opening hours as such that bothers
me, but the drunken loud people loudly screaming at each other down my street at 2am which
has been happening more and more during recent years (most admittedly pre Covid ).
 
We feel the Clapton Hart whiplash at with people spilling out into our street late at night, and
whether they are jovial or aggressive they are always loud - so not great as bedrooms face onto
the street! Vomit, empty cans and take away wrappers appear in the morning as part of the
regular aftermath.
 
5.
I am also in agreement re licence application. And this isn't just because I don't really go for
hard rock music. 
 
But the venue is small and the bands play at the front of the bar, with no sound proofing, so the
noise travels to the back of the pond. And lots of people hang outside finishing their beers way
beyond closing time as it is... It's a no from me.
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25/10/2021, 14:34 London Borough of Hackney Mail - Fwd: Blondies Bar E5 Application for late licence and statutory nuisance

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/? k=02fd7c45b5&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1714596691470751106&simpl=msg-f%3A1714596… 1/2

Sanaria Hussain <sanaria.hussain@hackney.gov.uk>

Fwd: Blondies Bar E5 Application for late licence and statutory nuisance 
1 message

Licensing (Shared Mailbox) <licensing@hackney.gov.uk> 25 October 2021 at 13:59
To: Sanaria Hussain <sanaria.hussain@hackney.gov.uk>

Kind Regards,

Licensing Service 
London Borough of Hackney 
Tel:  020 8356 2431 
Email: licensing@hackney.gov.uk 
www.hackney.gov.uk/licensing 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From:  
Date: Sun, 24 Oct 2021 at 10:54 
Subject: Blondies Bar E5 Application for late licence and statutory nuisance 
To: <licensing@hackney.gov.uk> 

Dear Sir/Madam,

I am writing to raise an objection to the application by Verity Cox to vary the licence of Blondies, the heavy metal
bar at 205A Lower Clapton Road.

I live at  Powell Road, approximately 150ft away.

1. Statutory Nuisance: 
 My objections are in line with those of other residents: that the noise from Blondies is a statutory nuisance
and interferes  significantly with our right to enjoy our homes. It has significantly im
peded our health and well being. (I leave for work at 6am. The music can continue well past midnight
on a weekday).  

 Ever since Blondies has opened, the loud music has been a disruption and caused regular loss of sleep.

 The nature of the music played at Blondies, and the fact that heavy metal is meant to be played loud, means that
it is disruptive to  a residential area. My house vibrates at times. The music continues regularly past 11 pm.

2. Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act

 The council seems to have been negligent, in this case, in its noise abatement procedures. We
have complained in the past and the council has not done anything that has ameliorated the
situation. We have not seen any action taken by the council on this matter. The situation has been
ongoing for months. 

 The building has no sound proofing as would be required now for planning permission: Noise
can be treated as an important consideration by planners making a planning decision.

 This issue is made worse by the fact that Blondie’s garden door is almost always open as their
customers go out to smoke there. 

COVID has made this situation even worse, and will continue to do so: Since COVID a lot of
customers also sit in the garden all year round due to the fact that the premises is very small. The
moment the door is open, the music feels like it is in the house.  

3.  Failure of mediation
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02/11/2021, 11:33 London Borough of Hackney Mail - Fwd: ariation of Premises Licence 071994 Blondies- 205a Lower Clapton Road - Letter o…

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/? k=02fd7c45b5&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1715308013814140670&simpl=msg-f%3A1715308… 1/2

Sanaria Hussain <sanaria.hussain@hackney.gov.uk>

Fwd: ariation of Premises Licence 071994 Blondies- 205a Lower Clapton Road -
Letter of Support 
1 message

Licensing (Shared Mailbox) <licensing@hackney.gov.uk> 2 November 2021 at 09:25
To: Sanaria Hussain <sanaria.hussain@hackney.gov.uk>

Kind Regards,

Licensing Service 
London Borough of Hackney 
Tel:  020 8356 2431 
Email: licensing@hackney.gov.uk 
www.hackney.gov.uk/licensing 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From:  
Date: Mon, 1 Nov 2021 at 23:14 
Subject: ariation of Premises Licence 071994 Blondies- 205a Lower Clapton Road - Letter of Support 
To: <licensing@hackney.gov.uk> 

Hi there,

I am writing this email to support the application for a late license for Blondies bar, situated at 205a Lower Clapton
Road.

I have lived in the neighbourhood for over five years and have been a visitor ever since its' opening. 
Blondies have made an incredible impact on the neighbourhood and its community, bringing people of all ages
together, and also giving a platform for many artists, musicians, DJs, food vendors, and other creators. 
It is a one-of-a-kind place that is not the only known to East London, but to the whole city, and people gather and
travel from even outside town to have a good time at the bar. It is incredibly inclusive and feels like a safe space for
many that might not find an environment of local pubs that comforting. 

In addition, it has also not been a subject of complaints among residents, and staff has always been very considerate
towards it. 

It would mean a lot for young people and local residents to feel like their community and their spaces are supported
by the local council.

--  

  

Disclaimers apply, for full details see: https://hackney.gov.uk/email-disclaimer
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02/11/2021, 11:34 London Borough of Hackney Mail - Fwd: Variation of Premises Licence 071994 Blondies - 205a Clapton Road - Letter of Su…

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/? k=02fd7c45b5&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1715308026010762793&simpl=msg-f%3A1715308… 1/2

Sanaria Hussain <sanaria.hussain@hackney.gov.uk>

Fwd: Variation of Premises Licence 071994 Blondies - 205a Clapton Road - Letter
of Support 
1 message

Licensing (Shared Mailbox) <licensing@hackney.gov.uk> 2 November 2021 at 09:26
To: Sanaria Hussain <sanaria.hussain@hackney.gov.uk>

Kind Regards,

Licensing Service 
London Borough of Hackney 
Tel:  020 8356 2431 
Email: licensing@hackney.gov.uk 
www.hackney.gov.uk/licensing 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From:  
Date: Mon, 1 Nov 2021 at 23:30 
Subject: Variation of Premises Licence 071994 Blondies - 205a Clapton Road - Letter of Support 
To: Licensing (Shared Mailbox) <licensing@hackney.gov.uk> 

To whom it may concern,

I am writing with reference to Blondies bar's application for later hours.

As someone who has attended many events at Blondies, I can confidently confirm the great benefits the business has
for the surrounding area and for the strong community it has built up since its founding. I would look forward to seeing
this positive impact grow if the establishment is granted the variation of its licence and would be happy to see support
granted after what has been a devastating time for events venues owing to the pandemic.

I would like to stress the impressive way in which Blondies cultivates and contributes to the creative network in the
East London area and beyond - through genuine passion, an inclusive spirit and a great deal of hard work, Blondies
has built a truly meaningful relationship of support and encouragement between itself and countless bands, artists,
photographers and other creatives who either frequent and network at the establishment, perform there or use the
space for their events. This is not just apparent in the great wealth of music gigs hosted in the venue but also in other
artistic events such as craft fairs and book and zine launch celebrations for local authors and creative collectives.
Blondies feels like a safe space for like-minded people to gather, making it a truly special venue that enhances the
Lower Clapton area.

Best regards,

 

Farleigh Road
N16 

Disclaimers apply, for full details see: https://hackney.gov.uk/email-disclaimer
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02/11/2021, 11:35 London Borough of Hackney Mail - Fwd: Variation of premises license 071994 Blondies - 205a lower Clapton road - letter of …

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/? k=02fd7c45b5&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1715308036929721244&simpl=msg-f%3A1715308… 1/2

Sanaria Hussain <sanaria.hussain@hackney.gov.uk>

Fwd: Variation of premises license 071994 Blondies - 205a lower Clapton road -
letter of support 
1 message

Licensing (Shared Mailbox) <licensing@hackney.gov.uk> 2 November 2021 at 09:26
To: Sanaria Hussain <sanaria.hussain@hackney.gov.uk>

Kind Regards,

Licensing Service 
London Borough of Hackney 
Tel:  020 8356 2431 
Email: licensing@hackney.gov.uk 
www.hackney.gov.uk/licensing 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From:  
Date: Mon, 1 Nov 2021 at 23:50 
Subject: Variation of premises license 071994 Blondies - 205a lower Clapton road - letter of support 
To: <licensing@hackney.gov.uk> 
Cc: <leemohair@me.com> 

Hi there,  

Im writing to state my support of the variation of the premises license for blondies bar in Clapton.  

Ive known the owners for years and have previously lived down the road to Blondies, they’ve always operated a safe
and fun bar - and its turned into a real insitution over the years. 
There’s such a sense of community in the bar - Ive met loads of people around the neighbourhood that go to blondies
& some of them have become good friends. Blondies is completely unique as a bar and music venue, and as a patron
and local I’d really like to see them be successful.  

They’re totally professional and its amazing to see such a successful small business - run by females. You don’t come
across many bars run by women (also noting its family business!) and this is so important for many young people at
the moment.  
Its really important to see women succeed in the hospitality industry, and as a music venue they’ve worked really hard
to come out of this pandemic still afloat.  

Blondies has become a real institution in Hackney - and its so important to support venues like this. Its a bar I
personally feel safe and comfortable in, its reliable - and the sense of community its created is amazing.  

Again - showing my complete support as a customer of Blondies and Hackney resident, we’d love to see this license
go through!  

Thanks for taking this into consideration,  

Disclaimers apply, for full details see: https://hackney.gov.uk/email-disclaimer
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03/11/2021, 11:58 London Borough of Hackney Mail - Fwd: Variation of Premises Licence 071994 Blondies- 205a Lower Clapton Road - Letter …

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/? k=02fd7c45b5&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1715307784093865217&simpl=msg-f%3A1715307… 1/2

Sanaria Hussain <sanaria.hussain@hackney.gov.uk>

Fwd: Variation of Premises Licence 071994 Blondies- 205a Lower Clapton Road -
Letter of Support
1 message

Licensing (Shared Mailbox) <licensing@hackney.gov.uk> 2 November 2021 at 09:22
To: Sanaria Hussain <sanaria.hussain@hackney.gov.uk>

Kind Regards,

Licensing Service 
London Borough of Hackney 
Tel:  020 8356 2431 
Email: licensing@hackney.gov.uk 
www.hackney.gov.uk/licensing 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From:  
Date: Mon, 1 Nov 2021 at 20:02 
Subject: Variation of Premises Licence 071994 Blondies- 205a Lower Clapton Road - Letter of Support 
To: Licensing (Shared Mailbox) <licensing@hackney.gov.uk> 

To whom it may concern.

I am writing this email to support the late licence application of Blondies bar. 

I am a father of 3, and have been a local resident for 7 years (we live at  Mildenhall Road). 

Over the last 6 years or so I have watched Blondies progression from a small local bar to a venue that is now
internationally recognised (See the Kerrang K Pit Series involving world famous bands as Machine Head and
Mastodon) . Not only is it the hub of the local rock music community, It is a venue that is an inclusive and safe space
for all who attend. 

It is a place I have been many times, and I have never ever once seen or heard of any trouble of any kind at the
venue. Infact without the bar there, that stretch of Lower Clapton road would almost be a no go zone at night. Prior to
its opening, it was a dangerous area with lots of drug dealing occurring from the bookies next door which encouraged
a very bad crowd to congregate on the footpath. Blondies opening there has been an enormous benefit not only in
terns of safety, but has also brought life back to a street that in the last few years has lost several of its bars and
pubs.   

Blondies has become a brilliant asset to our local community and in my view there is absolutely no reason why it
should not be granted a late licence. Since the pandemic, pubs and bars have been hit badly and a late licence would
allow them to try and claw back some of their losses.  

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Many Thanks

Disclaimers apply, for full details see: https://hackney.gov.uk/email-disclaimer
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03/11/2021, 11:47 London Borough of Hackney Mail - Fwd: Letter of support for Blondies (205a Lower Clapton Road) Premises Licence 071994

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/? k=02fd7c45b5&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1715404991725334971&simpl=msg-f%3A1715404… 1/1

Sanaria Hussain <sanaria.hussain@hackney.gov.uk>

Fwd: Letter of support for Blondies (205a Lower Clapton Road) Premises Licence
071994 
1 message

Licensing (Shared Mailbox) <licensing@hackney.gov.uk> 3 November 2021 at 11:07
To: Sanaria Hussain <sanaria.hussain@hackney.gov.uk>

Kind Regards,

Licensing Service 
London Borough of Hackney 
Tel:  020 8356 2431 
Email: licensing@hackney.gov.uk 
www.hackney.gov.uk/licensing 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From:  
Date: Mon, 1 Nov 2021 at 22:45 
Subject: Letter of support for Blondies (205a Lower Clapton Road) Premises Licence 071994 
To: <licensing@hackney.gov.uk> 

To whom to may concern 

I wish to inform you that I am in support of Blondies request for a later licence. 

As a woman it’s always been important for me to find venues that I feel safe visiting. I’ve always felt safe when visiting
Blondies and have never had to worry about having a night ruined by unwanted attention / disturbances. It’s also a
huge benefit that Blondies is female run and owned, there aren’t really many venues (bars and live music venues)
that are. It means that Blondies, the staff, owners and security have  a greater understanding to how women want to
be treated in the nightlife environment. There isn’t a venue like Blondies, it’s a unique little spot that has a great sense
of community.  

The pandemic has not been kind to many establishments in Hackney and it would be a shame that the modest
request of a later licence be denied. We should be supporting small, local businesses and help them to thrive. 

Kind regards, 
  

Disclaimers apply, for full details see: https://hackney.gov.uk/email-disclaimer
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02/11/2021, 11:27 London Borough of Hackney Mail - Fwd: Variation of Premises Licence 071994 Blondies - 205a Lower Clapton Road - Letter…

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/? k=02fd7c45b5&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1715307737963320799&simpl=msg-f%3A1715307… 1/1

Sanaria Hussain <sanaria.hussain@hackney.gov.uk>

Fwd: Variation of Premises Licence 071994 Blondies - 205a Lower Clapton Road -
Letter of Support 
1 message

Licensing (Shared Mailbox) <licensing@hackney.gov.uk> 2 November 2021 at 09:21
To: Sanaria Hussain <sanaria.hussain@hackney.gov.uk>

Kind Regards,

Licensing Service 
London Borough of Hackney 
Tel:  020 8356 2431 
Email: licensing@hackney.gov.uk 
www.hackney.gov.uk/licensing 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From:  
Date: Mon, 1 Nov 2021 at 15:46 
Subject: Variation of Premises Licence 071994 Blondies - 205a Lower Clapton Road - Letter of Support 
To: <licensing@hackney.gov.uk> 

To whom it may concern,  

I recently learnt that the Blondies establishment was looking to gain a later license - fantastic! As a Hackney resident
of over 5 years, we've seen many great places that have live music / DJs come and go, most recently the demise of
The Mermaid pub and downstairs venue.

Blondies offers an inclusive and safe space for the Clapton community to enjoy a roster of interesting evenings
including live music, quizzes, DJ's whilst being amongst diverse company.  

The addition of a later license gives residents the opportunity to continue their evenings close to home whilst
supporting the revenue of a local, small family-run venue.  

Kind regards,
 - E5 Resident

Disclaimers apply, for full details see: https://hackney.gov.uk/email-disclaimer
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02/11/2021, 11:28 London Borough of Hackney Mail - Fwd: Variation of Premises Licence 071994 Blondies- 205a Lower Clapton Road -Letter …

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/? k=02fd7c45b5&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1715307753234318062&simpl=msg-f%3A1715307… 1/2

Sanaria Hussain <sanaria.hussain@hackney.gov.uk>

Fwd: Variation of Premises Licence 071994 Blondies- 205a Lower Clapton Road -
Letter of Support
1 message

Licensing (Shared Mailbox) <licensing@hackney.gov.uk> 2 November 2021 at 09:21
To: Sanaria Hussain <sanaria.hussain@hackney.gov.uk>

Kind Regards,

Licensing Service 
London Borough of Hackney 
Tel:  020 8356 2431 
Email: licensing@hackney.gov.uk 
www.hackney.gov.uk/licensing 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From:  
Date: Mon, 1 Nov 2021 at 19:15 
Subject: Variation of Premises Licence 071994 Blondies- 205a Lower Clapton Road -Letter of Support 
To: <licensing@hackney.gov.uk> 

Subject  Variation of Premises Licence 071994 Blondies- 205a Lower Clapton Road -
Letter of Support

To whom it may concern,

My name is Santiago Arbelaez resident of  London Lane, flat  E8 3

I would like to support blondies bar in Clapton as a cultural asset for the borough of
Hackeny. People who is into alternative/rock music these days find it hard to get together
as a community due to the genre being quite niche and non mainstream, that's why we
need places like these to create culture not to destroy it.

The first time I went to Blondies I made friends with everyone there and this keeps
happening with anyone coming inside. I was shocked by getting such a
friendly welcoming which is very rare these days.

The area is enhanced by having an institution on its doorstep, not threatened.

Your kindly

Yours truly 
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02/11/2021, 11:30 London Borough of Hackney Mail - Fwd: Variation of Premisses License 071994 Blondies - 205a Lowe Clapton Road letter o…

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/? k=02fd7c45b5&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1715307767006831899&simpl=msg-f%3A1715307… 1/2

Sanaria Hussain <sanaria.hussain@hackney.gov.uk>

Fwd: Variation of Premisses License 071994 Blondies - 205a Lowe Clapton Road
letter of support
2 messages

Licensing (Shared Mailbox) <licensing@hackney.gov.uk> 2 November 2021 at 09:22
To: Sanaria Hussain <sanaria.hussain@hackney.gov.uk>

Kind Regards,

Licensing Service 
London Borough of Hackney 
Tel:  020 8356 2431 
Email: licensing@hackney.gov.uk 
www.hackney.gov.uk/licensing 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From:  
Date: Mon, 1 Nov 2021 at 20:00 
Subject: Variation of Premisses License 071994 Blondies - 205a Lowe Clapton Road letter of support 
To: licensing@hackney.gov.uk <licensing@hackney.gov.uk> 

To Whom it may concern,

I am wri�ng to show support in the review of Blondies bar license.

I have been frequen�ng the bar for the 6 years it has been open now - o�en as a single woman by
herself. I have spent much of my adult life being told as a woman that we have to adapt our lives
accordingly, not go out alone, be vigilant, stay away from strangers etc. As somebody that has been
verbally abused on the streets by men and women for the way I look/dress/act, I am very aware that
safe spaces are hard to find. I feel safe and included there. I used to also go to the Mermaid aroun the
corner but that change and I did not feel it was an alterna�ve inclusive pub anymore. 

Ver�ty and her sisters created a space that has become a vital part of my life - I freequent their venue
regularly. Having grown up in the hospitality industry I find their bar to be a 'home from home' for me.
The team are kind, reassuring and friendly. Something we do not get enough of in London. I have
watched the venue change over �me and see that there is a growing number of young people
freequen�ng there,  it is impera�ve to keep these places open and safe  inclusive spaces for everybody -
wearing black, having ta�os and listening to varied music i this day and age should not be something
held against people - I have never seen a fight break out in Blondies, never heard an argument, only fun
�mes. I hope the late license gets approved and the safe space can con�nue to serve the many. I find
that having Blondies in that area now gives it life ad joy -exactly what we need more of.

Many thanks 

 

Disclaimers apply, for full details see: https://hackney.gov.uk/email-disclaimer
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02/11/2021, 10:32 London Borough of Hackney Mail - Fwd: Variation of Premises Licence 071994 Blondies- 205a Lower Clapton Road -Letter …

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/? k=02fd7c45b5&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1715224911622033395&simpl=msg-f%3A1715224… 1/2

Sanaria Hussain <sanaria.hussain@hackney.gov.uk>

Fwd: Variation of Premises Licence 071994 Blondies- 205a Lower Clapton Road -
Letter of Support
1 message

Licensing (Shared Mailbox) <licensing@hackney.gov.uk> 1 November 2021 at 11:25
To: Sanaria Hussain <sanaria.hussain@hackney.gov.uk>

Kind Regards,

Licensing Service 
London Borough of Hackney 
Tel:  020 8356 2431 
Email: licensing@hackney.gov.uk 
www.hackney.gov.uk/licensing 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From:  
Date: Thu, 28 Oct 2021 at 14:39 
Subject: Variation of Premises Licence 071994 Blondies- 205a Lower Clapton Road -Letter of Support 
To: Licensing (Shared Mailbox) <licensing@hackney.gov.uk> 

To whom it may concern,

I am a local resident and wish to write a letter of support for Blondies application for a
variation of their license.

I have lived in Thistlewaite Road for over 20 years and have been an active member of
the community, including the chair of governors at the local Millfields community school.

I would like to take this opportunity to support the team behind Blondies. I got to know
them when they opened the bar 6 years ago and I have always found them to be
dedicated and caring landlords. 

Unlike other venues in the area, it is a place where I have always felt safe and looked
after.

The bar itself is gaining a national reputation, after being featured in magazines and
websites reporting on culture. It has become a cultural asset for Clapton, which I for one
am very proud of.

They, along with other parts of the night-time economy have been hit hard by Covid. This
team really deserves the chance to grow again, by the granting of what is in effect a very
modest change to the licence.

I don't think I have ever heard a bad word said about them in the 6 years they have been
operating. Please support them.

If you would like any further information then please contact me on the email address
above.

APPENDIX C16





28/10/2021, 10:45 London Borough of Hackney Mail - Fwd: Variation of Premises Licence 071994 Blondies- 205a Lower Clapton Road -Letter …

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/? k=02fd7c45b5&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1714853537967560161&simpl=msg-f%3A1714853… 1/2

Sanaria Hussain <sanaria.hussain@hackney.gov.uk>

Fwd: Variation of Premises Licence 071994 Blondies- 205a Lower Clapton Road -
Letter of Support
1 message

Licensing (Shared Mailbox) <licensing@hackney.gov.uk> 28 October 2021 at 10:02
To: Sanaria Hussain <sanaria.hussain@hackney.gov.uk>

Kind Regards,

Licensing Service 
London Borough of Hackney 
Tel:  020 8356 2431 
Email: licensing@hackney.gov.uk 
www.hackney.gov.uk/licensing 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: > 
Date: Wed, 27 Oct 2021 at 17:34 
Subject: Variation of Premises Licence 071994 Blondies- 205a Lower Clapton Road -Letter of Support 
To: <licensing@hackney.gov.uk> 
Cc: <leemohair@me.com> 

To whom it may concern

I am writing to you in support of our local cultural hotspot, Blondies, located @ 205a on Lower Clapton Road. As a
longtime resident of the surrounding environs, and patron of said establishment, I'd like to speak to a few points that
will, hopefully, convince and/or encourage you to consider their request to extend their opening hours:

Firstly, the value of Blondies as a unique (and safe) meeting space for like-minded people. This cannot be overstated
- Verity, her sister, and all the amazing staff at Blondies have spent years cultivating a welcoming and utterly
irreplaceable refuge for those of us who identify with, and feel accepted into, the culture they exemplify and
champion. Whether it's exciting (and more often than not, local) bands, incredible (mostly vegan) chefs or even local
breweries, Blondies has always showcased new and aspiring young people and their artistic, culinary and/or business
aspirations. I cannot think of anywhere else that has done this so effectively, or would be able to do so in the future in
a safe and responsible manner.

Secondly, the longevity and success of Blondies as a Lower Clapton landmark: the above history as a venue for new
and emerging talent notwithstanding, Blondies has been going from strength to strength for 6, going on 7 years now. I
know of no other venue/bar that has that kind of staying power (and, by inference, such dedicated clientele). We've
lost Power Lunches, we've lost Birthdays, we've lost many other places of a similar (though never quite as good) ilk -
the fact that Blondies has successfully, and peacefully, coexisted with the greater Lower Clapton community is a
testament to, again, all the staff and their consideration and goodwill towards the people who live around them, and
customers who come from further afield. I have never heard of a single complaint being lodged against the bar - and
considering the length of time it's been running, and how much fun I and many others have had inside, that is
incredibly impressive, and can be chalked up to how carefully and responsibly Blondies is run.  

I would go on, but I don't want to sound too effusive in my praise; sufficed to say, Blondies is a Lower Clapton
institution, and enhances the area by being there immeasurably.  

Yours faithfully 

 

Disclaimers apply, for full details see: https://hackney.gov.uk/email-disclaimer
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Sanaria Hussain <sanaria.hussain@hackney.gov.uk>

Fwd: Variation of Premises Licence 071994 B d -
Letter of Support
1 message

Licensing (Shared Mailbox) <licensing@hackney.gov.uk> 28 October 2021 at 10:02
To: Sanaria Hussain <sanaria.hussain@hackney.gov.uk>

Kind Regards,

Licensing Service 
London Borough of Hackney 
Tel:  020 8356 2431 
Email: licensing@hackney.gov.uk 
www.hackney.gov.uk/licensing 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From  
Date: Wed, 27 Oct 2021 at 20:42 
Subject: Variation of Premises Licence 071994 Blondies- 205a Lower Clapton Road - Letter of Support 
To: <licensing@hackney.gov.uk> 

My name is , and I am an almost 18 year old girl who has lived in Lower Clapton (Lawley Street, E5
0RJ) my whole life. Having followed Blondies on Instagram I would love to be able to celebrate my birthday in a cool
space. I would feel comfortable and safe in an establishment owned and run for 6 years by local women. Seeking
later hours seems great for the local area and for young women and other marginalised groups like me to enjoy
without feeling threatened or unsafe. I know my friends and I would come often, knowing it is so local, well run and
that we would not feel as vulnerable as we might in a dusty old pub or bar in Central London.

Please accept this letter of support for Blondies

Disclaimers apply, for full details see: https://hackney.gov.uk/email-disclaimer
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Sanaria Hussain <sanaria.hussain@hackney.gov.uk>

Fwd: Variation of Premises Licence 071994 Blondies- 205a Lower Clapton Road -
Letter of Support
1 message

Licensing (Shared Mailbox) <licensing@hackney.gov.uk> 1 November 2021 at 11:22
To: Sanaria Hussain <sanaria.hussain@hackney.gov.uk>

Kind Regards,

Licensing Service 
London Borough of Hackney 
Tel:  020 8356 2431 
Email: licensing@hackney.gov.uk 
www.hackney.gov.uk/licensing 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From:  
Date: Mon, 1 Nov 2021 at 09:42 
Subject: Variation of Premises Licence 071994 Blondies- 205a Lower Clapton Road -Letter of Support 
To: <licensing@hackney.gov.uk> 

Dear Hackney, 

Please see attached my letter of support in respect of Variation of Premises Licence 071994 Blondies - 205a Lower
Clapton Road.

Kind regards

 Alfearn Road, Lower Clapton
Hackney  

-- 

Music Cities Events
Music Cities Convention, Alberta, Canada - Sept 15-17, 2021
Music Tourism Convention, Cleveland, Mississippi, USA - Sept 28-1 Oct, 2021 
Music Cities Awards, Online, Nov 9, 2021
Sign up for our events newsletter here 
Join the Music Cities Community

Sound Diplomacy
Sign up for our Sound Diplomacy newsletter here 

Music Cities Events
Music Cities Awards, Online, Nov 9, 2021  
Music Cities Convention, Alberta, Canada, Feb 9-11 2022 
Music Tourism Convention, Cape Breton Island, Canada, Oct 5-7 2022
Sign up for our events newsletter here
Join the Music Cities Community 

All personal data included in this commercial email have been previously provided by interested parties in a totally voluntary manner and with the
purpose of keeping them informed on the products and services SOUND DIPLOMACY offers. These data are processed by SOUND DIPLOMACY and
others SD companies. In any case, you may exercise your rights to access, rectification, cancellation, portability, as well as limitation and opposition to
your data processing writing to SOUND DIPLOMACY by this email address: info@sounddiplomacy.com.
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In your application, you must state your name and surname, the issue to be addressed, and a suitable address for purposes of document delivery and
notification, and your signature and current date. You may also enclose all the documents related to your request. All of this, according to GENERAL
DATA PROTECTION REGULATION 2016/679 UE and further dispositions.

Disclaimers apply, for full details see: https://hackney.gov.uk/email-disclaimer
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licensing@hackney.gov.uk 
Variation of Premises Licence 071994 Blondies- 205a Lower Clapton Road - Letter of 
Support 
 
 
Dear Hackney Licensing,  
 
I am writing to you about Blondies Bar in Lower Clapton, who are currently trying to extend their 
licensing hours. My name is Jett Glozier and I am a resident of Clapton (for 7 years) and 
Hackney (10 years). Other than being an interested local resident I am Head of UK for Sound 
Diplomacy.  
 
Blondies has become a cultural destination for Clapton and whatever is needed to ensure its 
survival should be properly considered. As a punter, I first walked into Blondies sooner after it 
opened and was greeted by the owners with open arms, despite being on my own I was made 
to feel welcome and safe and have continued to return countless times and been greeted the 
same way every time, often bringing visiting friends or family with me. In an often transient place 
like Hackney, this should not be under appreciated - it’s a place everyone can be made to feel 
safe and welcome. Something that is extremely important right now in our city. I would have no 
fears of letting my girlfriend spend a night alone in Blondies, but couldn’t say the same for many 
other venues in London. 
 
According to UK Music, in 2019 the music industry provided £5.8B GVA to the UK economy, of 
which music venues (such as Blondies) provided £1.3B of this and at the same time providing 
34,000 jobs. The economic contribution of music cannot be ignored in our cities and 
communities. Clearly devastated by COVID-19 music venues revenue dropped by 90% with 
indications that it will take until late 2022 to fully recover. An extension of trading hours is an 
essential element to improving the resilience and financial viability of this venue and helping our 
creative economy recover from the pandemic.  
 
Grass roots music venues have been under threat in London with 35% of venues closing from 
2007 - 2017. Despite this they provide over £91M to the London economy, support over 2000 
jobs and have invested £44M in talent. Blondies is a grass roots music venue and an incubator 
for new talent. Many years ago unknown artists such as Ed Sheeran and Adele were given their 
initial breaks in venues the size of Blondies. Without these places for artists to experiment and 
hone their craft we will not have future headline acts and the £2.9B the UK economy makes 
from music exports will be lost.  
 
Blondies is a place for music lovers and part of what makes London so great. Without venues 
like this, our city will become sterile and we will fail to retain the people and businesses that 
were attracted to London in the first place.  
 



I have lived within 500M of Blondies since it opened and not not been disturbed by noise, 
egress or any other licensable activities. Their presence makes that area of Lower Clapton safer 
for everyone. 
 
I ask you to please consider their application to extend their trading hours with all of this in mind.  
 
Thank you.  
 

 
Alfearn Road, Clapton 
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Sanaria Hussain <sanaria.hussain@hackney.gov.uk>

Fwd: Variation of Premises Licence 071994 Blondies- 205a Lower Clapton Road -
Letter of Support
1 message

Licensing (Shared Mailbox) <licensing@hackney.gov.uk> 26 October 2021 at 09:33
To: Sanaria Hussain <sanaria.hussain@hackney.gov.uk>

Kind Regards,

Licensing Service 
London Borough of Hackney 
Tel:  020 8356 2431 
Email: licensing@hackney.gov.uk 
www.hackney.gov.uk/licensing 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From:  
Date: Mon, 25 Oct 2021 at 18:40 
Subject: Variation of Premises Licence 071994 Blondies- 205a Lower Clapton Road -Letter of Support 
To: licensing@hackney.gov.uk <licensing@hackney.gov.uk> 
Cc: leemohair@me.com <leemohair@me.com> 

To whom it may concern,

I am writing because it is my understanding that my favorite local bar, Blondies, is applying to the council for
permission to extend its hours of operation. As an E8 resident, I can attest to the fact that there is no other bar like
Blondies in the area. They're a unique asset to the neighborhood, with no comparable bar or venue in the area for
like-minded people to gather. 

Not only is it loved by locals, but I know for a fact that people travel from across London to go to Blondie's, which can
only benefit the neighborhood and enhance its desirability. The fact that people are willing to travel from all over the
city to come to this bar/venue shows how important it is, particularly for young people, to have safe and accepting
spaces (an atmosphere you don't usually get from your local pub, particularly if you're a woman). Blondie's is an
inclusive environment, a safe haven (thanks to the wonderful staff, security, and patrons) for everyone, especially
minorities, where everyone is welcomed and accepted without question - part of the Blondies family. Maybe the fact
that it is completely family-owned and operated, by three amazing sisters no less, has something to do with it. In fact,
whenever I tell people about Blondies one of the first things I say is that it is an independent, women-owned business,
which surely east London needs more of. 

Too many great bars, restaurants, and venues in east London did not survive covid. But through sheer grit and hard
work on part of the owners, and the massive amount of love and support in the community for this bar, somehow
Blondie's managed to survive against all the odds. But 'survive' is the keyword. Like many, they are struggling to stay
on their feet. I have been going to Blondie's for over 5 years now, and I believe they've been open for at least 6. In
that time, I've never heard of a complaint from the neighbors, or a bad word about them spoken by anyone. 

After the devastation that they and other small businesses suffered due to the pandemic, the least the council can do
is grant them this modest change to their licensing to try to help them recover and thrive within the community that
values them so much. To dismiss their request without any evidence of misconduct or wrongdoing would, quite
simply, be unfounded and negligent. On the contrary, supporting them and their patrons when they need it can only
reflect well on Hackney council, and show that its councilors care about women-owned businesses and our
community. And as a woman, it means a lot to me to see these hard-working sisters do well. I, and many others, will
continue to do anything we can to support this women-owned business. 

We did everything we could to support Blondies through the pandemic, now it's the council's turn.

Thank you in advance for your support. 

All the best,

APPENDIX C20
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Sanaria Hussain <sanaria.hussain@hackney.gov.uk>

Fwd: Variation of Premises License 071664 Blondies - 205a Lower Clapton Road -
Letter of Support
1 message

Licensing (Shared Mailbox) <licensing@hackney.gov.uk> 29 October 2021 at 16:04
To: Sanaria Hussain <sanaria.hussain@hackney.gov.uk>

Kind Regards,

Licensing Service 
London Borough of Hackney 
Tel:  020 8356 2431 
Email: licensing@hackney.gov.uk 
www.hackney.gov.uk/licensing 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From:  
Date: Fri, 29 Oct 2021 at 15:28 
Subject: Variation of Premises License 071664 Blondies - 205a Lower Clapton Road - Letter of Support 
To: licensing@hackney.gov.uk <licensing@hackney.gov.uk> 

 

To whom it may concern,

We are writing to you to express our support of the current application by Blondies for later opening
hours and to explain the personal importance of the bar to ourselves and our community. Blondies are
an important part of our social lives and have given us many happy memories, a sentiment we feel is
also held by many others in the area, so we want back them in any way possible.

We currently live in Hackney and since moving to the area 3 years ago, finding an inclusive space for
ourselves and friends to meet and be surrounded by likeminded people has been a struggle. 
Given the effects of the pandemic many venues (especially independent businesses) in the area
suffered immeasurably and as a consequence were forced to close their doors, leaving venues few and
far between. The fact that Blondies was able to persevere is proof of how important it is to the locals and
our community. Longer opening hours is a modest request to the council but it would immensely help
this independent in recovering from closures over the pandemic.

A lot of young people, especially young women, do not feel comfortable in many of the local pubs. The
space Blondies has created allows us the opportunity to support a small business run by two women,
experience live music, buy from local breweries and socialise within a safe environment and without
fear.  

Most places in London cannot offer what Blondies does 7 days a week, let alone in the Hackney/Clapton
area. It would be testament to the continued inclusivity the support of young people of the Borough of
Hackney provides if the council offered their support to this application.

I appreciate you taking the time to read this letter, and I look forward to hearing the results of this
application.
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any Thanks,

 Triangle Road
E8 3RP, Hackney

Disclaimers apply, for full details see: https://hackney.gov.uk/email-disclaimer
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Sanaria Hussain <sanaria.hussain@hackney.gov.uk>

Fwd: Letter of Support - Variation of Premises Licence 071994 Blondies (205a
Lower Clapton Road)
1 message

Licensing (Shared Mailbox) <licensing@hackney.gov.uk> 1 November 2021 at 11:22
To: Sanaria Hussain <sanaria.hussain@hackney.gov.uk>

Kind Regards,

Licensing Service 
London Borough of Hackney 
Tel:  020 8356 2431 
Email: licensing@hackney.gov.uk 
www.hackney.gov.uk/licensing 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From:  
Date: Sun, 31 Oct 2021 at 22:16 
Subject: Letter of Support - Variation of Premises Licence 071994 Blondies (205a Lower Clapton Road) 
To: <licensing@hackney.gov.uk> 

To whom it may concern,

RE: Variation of Premises Licence 071994 Blondies (205a Lower Clapton Road)

I'd like to voice my support for the amendment to the premises license requested by Blondies, at 205a Lower Clapton Road. 

It's my honest opinion that Blondies provides a valuable contribution to the nightlife of the local of the area, and offers a
compelling creative space for music fans to gather - especially in an area gradually losing nightlife venues yet still considered a
hub for music and culture.

The owners and staff work hard to provide a dynamic, creative space for its clientele - one catering to genre music interests which
is something increasingly hard to find in London. The venue experience is safe and inclusive,  recognised by the regulars and
visitors alike, providing a very positive environment with supportive community. In my experience, the bar also acts as a
destination location, attracting investment from tourists and visitors from outside of the borough with its exciting identity.

With Covid having greatly impacted the nightlife industry, small venues across the city are under threat - and it would be a strong
statement for your department to proactively support the growth of an established venue in the borough with this relatively small
addition to their license. Blondies is woven into the fabric of the local community, proactively supporting local residents and
business owners alike. You'll not hear a bad word said about the venue - and supporting this request will be genuinely additive for
the borough.

In summary, I would ask you to seriously consider granting Blondies their requested license amendment - and help a Clapton
institution grow and continue to be a north star for London nightlife as a whole. 

Yours sincerely,

Disclaimers apply, for full details see: https://hackney.gov.uk/email-disclaimer

APPENDIX C22






















